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Oct 11 UK Beef Mgt Webinar Series 

  “Shooting the Bull” 

Oct 15 Eden Shale Farm Open House 

  10:00a Tour Starts—See Flyer 

Oct 17 Kentucky Beef Conference 

  6:00p at Fayette Extension 

Oct 17 Jessamine County Cattlemen 

  6:30p @ Jessamine Extension 

Oct 20 Kentucky Beef Bash 

  @ UK’s Princeton Research Station 

Oct 27 Kentucky Grazing Conference 

  @ Clark County Extension Office 

Sep 27 Jessamine County Beekeepers 

  6:00p @ Jessamine County Extension 

Nov 8  UK Beef Mgt Webinar Series 

  “From Hay Sample to Feed Bunk” 

Dec 13 UK Beef Mgt Webinar Series 

  “Packer and Consumer Trends” 
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Upcoming Opportunities: 

Eden Shale Farm Open House 
Saturday, October 15th at Kentucky Beef Network’s Eden Shale Farm at 245 Eden 
Shale Rd., Owenton KY 40356. See flyer. Meets CAIP Education Requirements. 

 
Kentucky Beef Conference 
Monday, October 17th at the Fayette County Extension Office, 1140 Harry Sykes 
Way, Lexington 40504. Registration starts at 5:30p ET. $10 registration includes a 
meal. Please register at (859) 257-5582 by October 10th. ZOOM link available. See 
flyer on first page. Meets CAIP Education Requirements. 

 
Beef Bash 2022—Recovering and Rebuilding from a Natural disaster 

Thursday, October 20th at the Beef Unit, U.K. Research and Education Center, 394 
University Dr., Princeton KY 42445. Registration starts at 9:00a CT. No cost to attend. 
Lunch available to purchase. See Flyer. Meets CAIP Education Requirements. 

 
2022 Kentucky Grazing Conference—Profitable Grazing Systems from the 

Soil Up 
Thursday, October 27th at the Clark County Extension Office, Winchester. Pre-
registration required. See flyer for more information. Meets CAIP Education Require-
ments. 

 
Jessamine County Beekeepers’ Club 
Thursday, October 27th, 6:00pm 
At: Jessamine County Extension Office 

 
UK Beef Management Webinar Series 
October 11, 2022—Shooting the Bull:  
November 8, 2022– From Hay Sample to Feed Bunk 
December 13, 2022– Packer and Consumer Trends with Some Holiday Beef Ideas 
See Page 5 for more details. Meets CAIP Education Requirements 

 
Follow us on Facebook 
@ Jessamine County Agriculture 
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Undoubtedly, 2022 has had its fair share 
of challenges thus far. High input prices 
likely led to fewer hay acres being ferti-
lized, which with the added pressure of 
drought, can lead to lower quality and 
quantity of stored forages moving into 
this winter. You might be in for sticker 
shock if you haven't purchased feed re-
cently. It can be easy to get caught up in 
things we have little to no control over, 
so here are five things we can do to im-
prove this year's winter-feeding program. 

1. Body condition score the herd: Calves 
should be weaned from the spring calv-
ing cows (or will be very soon). It's easy 
to get caught up focusing on the weaning 
weight of the calves or managing a pre-
conditioning program but don't forget 
about the cows. Now is the time to as-
sess the body condition score of the 
herd. Spring calving cows will have their 
lowest nutrient requirements of the en-
tire year shortly after weaning the calf. 
Now is the time to efficiently add condi-
tion to thin cows to set them up for suc-
cess during the 2023 breeding season. 
Sorting cows by body condition score can 
allow for more efficient herd manage-
ment and for those thin cows to receive 
the extra nutrition they require without 
overfeeding them in adequate condition. 
It is much more challenging to add condi-
tion to cows as they approach calving or 

have a calf at side. The ideal body condi-
tion score for mature cows is 5, while 
targeting younger females to a BCS 6 can 
ensure they have the extra condition re-
quired to meet their additional nutrient 
requirements for supporting growth. 

2. Test your hay: This is something we 
always recommend, but in years like 
2022, this becomes even more im-
portant. Hay tests provide valuable infor-
mation about the energy and protein 
concentrations in the sample. All lots of 
hay should be tested, and a lot is defined 
as hay harvested from the same field on 
the same day and stored under the same 
conditions. Testing all lots of hay allows 
producers to match lots of hay to the 
herd so that the lowest quality hay is be-
ing fed when the cows' nutrient require-
ments are the lowest while saving the 
best quality hay for when nutrient re-
quirements are their highest. Feeding the 
right hay to the right cow at the right 
time can drastically decrease the amount 
of supplement required to maintain body 
condition. 

3. Evaluate supplement costs: At some 
point throughout the year, some supple-
mentation is likely required to meet the 
energy and protein requirements of the 
herd. Using hay test results can help de-
termine the most efficient supplement to 

Improve the Efficiency of Winter Feeding 
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UK Beef Management Webinar Series 

We will start back on the UK Beef Man-
agement Webinar Series on October 11 
with a Shoot the Bull session and the full 
agenda for the fall is below. Registration 
is necessary if you have not registered in 
the past (If you have ever received an 
invitation then you should be registered). 
If you would like to register, please send 
an email to dbullock@uky.edu with Beef 
Webinar in the subject line and your 
name and county in the message. You will 
receive the direct link with a password 
the morning of each meeting. This invita-
tion will directly link you to the site and 
you will be asked for the password which 
can be found just below the link. Each 
session will be recorded and posted for 
later viewing. All meeting times are 
8:00pm ET/7:00pm CT.  
 
The library of all UK beef related videos, 
including past webinars, can be found at:  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLC5aJFY_Be8XJZ_03_Ql73TK0826T8
Fjq 
 

Remember all sessions are 8:00pm East-
ern/ 7:00pm Central and please let us 
know if you have any issues.  
 

October 11, 2022 
Shooting the Bull: Answering all 
your Beef Related Questions! – 
Updates and Roundtable discus-
sion with UK Specialists 
 
November 8, 2022 
From Hay Sample to Feed Bunk: 
Winter Feeding Considerations 
for Cattle – Katie Mason, Assis-
tant Professor, University of Ten-
nessee 
 
December 13, 2022 
Packer and Consumer Trends 
with Some Holiday Beef Ideas – 
Gregg Rentfrow, Extension Pro-
fessor, University of Kentucky and 
Alison Smith, Kentucky Beef 
Council Retail and Foodservice 

mailto:dbullock@uky.edu
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLC5aJFY_Be8XJZ_03_Ql73TK0826T8Fjq&data=05%7C01%7CLes.Anderson%40uky.edu%7C4798a21f69d1470b4ca408da9feb5ff9%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C6379
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLC5aJFY_Be8XJZ_03_Ql73TK0826T8Fjq&data=05%7C01%7CLes.Anderson%40uky.edu%7C4798a21f69d1470b4ca408da9feb5ff9%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C6379
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLC5aJFY_Be8XJZ_03_Ql73TK0826T8Fjq&data=05%7C01%7CLes.Anderson%40uky.edu%7C4798a21f69d1470b4ca408da9feb5ff9%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C6379


 

Page 6 Volume 1, Issue 1 
AGRICULTURE NEWS Page 6 

match the energy and protein deficits in 
the hay. The University of Kentucky For-
age Supplement tool is a simple-to-use 
online tool that provides recommenda-
tions for supplementation based on hay 
test results. Also, reach out to your local 
county extension agent or nutritionist to 
assist in interpreting hay test results. 
Now is the time to sharpen the pencil 
and determine which supplement op-
tions will be the most economical to pair 
with available forage. Remember, the 
feed that was the most economical last 
year may not be the most economical 
choice this year. Just because one feed 
costs more on a $/Ton basis does not 
mean it is the most expensive supple-
ment to feed. The amount of a particular 
supplement required must also be con-
sidered.  

4. Feed hay efficiently: Regardless of 
quality, when the quantity of hay is tight, 
available hay stores must be fed effi-
ciently. Research has shown that feeding 
hay in a hay ring prevents feeding waste, 
especially rings that contain a solid skirt-
ed bottom. Hay feeding pads and fence 
line feeders can also reduce hay feeding 
losses. While these measures will not 

completely reduce hay feeding losses, 
these losses can be reduced from 45% to 
as little as 6% by using hay rings. Moving 
hay rings or utilizing bale grazing can 
help to limit trampling damage around 
these hay feeding sites and help to dis-
tribute manure evenly across the feeding 
area. 

5. Stockpiling forages: Although nitrogen 
application can increase the amount of 
stockpiled forage available to graze dur-
ing the winter, tall fescue can still stock-
pile even without a nitrogen application. 
Closing off certain fields during the fall 
growing season can allow the forages in 
these fields to stockpile, which can then 
be grazed during the late fall and early 
winter. While the nutrient quality of 
stockpiled fescue declines over time, nu-
trient content can remain adequate for 
supporting dry cows. Consider setting up 
a simple strip grazing system using tem-
porary electric fencing to prevent tram-
pling losses when turning cattle out on 
stockpiled forages. 

Dr. Katie VanValin, Assistant Professor 
Beef Nutrition, University of Kentucky 
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